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SHRC InterAction on Historic Child Abuse
Information Questionnaire
Introduction
In 2010 The Scottish Human Rights Commission (the Commission) developed a Human Rights Framework on historic child abuse which identified a range of issues that need to be addressed. In order to progress this, the Commission plans to hold an ‘InterAction’ in 2013 involving all those who are affected by historic abuse in residential and foster care. A human rights InterAction is a forum for independent mediation and resolution involving key individuals, groups and organisations in finding a way forward within a human rights framework. The preparations for the InterAction are being carried out by the Centre of Excellence for Looked After Children in Scotland (CELCIS).
This InterAction will be a process where those involved meet together to talk about implementing the Human Rights Framework on historic child abuse. It will involve individuals, groups and organisations including people who spent time in care as children, the agencies that provided services, the staff who worked in them and others involved. The purpose will be to develop an action plan which will outline agreed steps to advance access to justice.
As part of the preparations for the InterAction, the Commission and CELCIS would like to hear your views. Your responses will be kept confidential to CELCIS and the Commission. 
More information about the InterAction can be found by visiting the dedicated website at www.shrcinteraction.org 
When you are ready, please respond to the following questions. Please send us your responses by 31 January 2013. 
You can give your responses in a number of different ways, by:
•
completing an online version at www.shrcinteraction.org
•
completing the form electronically and emailing to shrcinteraction@strath.ac.uk
•
printing the form or requesting a copy and posting to:
SHRC InterAction, CELCIS, University of Strathclyde, Level 3, Lord Hope Building, 141 St James Road, Glasgow G4 0LT.
(If you need us to send you a printed version of the form please contact the information line on 0141 444 8551 by 17 January 2013).
Question 1:
Please tell us what steps you think should be taken in order that victims/survivors and others can participate in all decisions about effective access to justice, remedies and reparation? 
What barriers are preventing victims / survivors and others participating in decisions?
Question 2:
Please tell us what you think could be done to investigate whether there were failings in the way the state and public authorities sought to prevent abuse and protect those at risk. What barriers do you think may prevent this from happening?
Question 3
What barriers to you think exist to securing access to justice for victims/ survivors of historic abuse and how do you think those could be addressed? 
Question 4
What steps should be taken to develop an effective reparation programme for victims/survivors of historic abuse? This could include:
· satisfaction (such as an effective apology), 
· adequate compensation, 
· rehabilitation (such as support services), 
· restitution (helping restore things people lost as a result of abuse, such as educational opportunities) and 
· guarantees of non-repetition (that is learning lessons to reduce the risk of abuse in the future).
Question 5
What barriers are there to developing an effective reparation programme for victims/ survivors/ of historic abuse? This could include:
· satisfaction (such as an effective apology), 
· adequate compensation, 
· rehabilitation (such as support services), 
· restitution (helping restore things people lost as a result of abuse, such as educational opportunities) and 
· guarantees of non-repetition (that is learning lessons to reduce the risk of abuse in the future).
Question 6
What barriers do you think exist to organisations, institutions and others making apologies? 
Question 7
What steps should be taken to raise awareness of past and present childhood abuse, the human rights of those affected and the remedies available?  For example, commemoration, education, public awareness campaigns 
Question 8
What steps should be taken to address particular barriers in gaining access to justice and remedies? For example, these may be due to: 
· Age
· Disability
· Ethnicity
· Health
· Being homeless, in prison or living out of Scotland.
Question 9
What support do you think should be provided to victims/survivors and others to enable them to engage in any process of justice and remedies? This may include psychological support, protection, and advocacy support.
Question 10
What steps do you think should be taken to ensure the rights of everyone (including victims/survivors as well as current and former staff) are upheld in any process of justice?
Question 11
If there is anything else that you would like to tell us which would help the InterAction on Historic Child Abuse take forward the Human Rights Framework, please write this in box below.
Personal Details
We would be grateful if you could provide the following information:
	Your Name:

	Your Address


	Email:


	                                                      Please circle all that apply

	Responding as?
	Individual
	Group

	Do you agree to your responses being made available to the InterAction participants in preparation for the InterAction meeting?
	Yes
	No

	Where respondents have given permission for their responses to be made public and after we have checked that they contain no defamatory material, responses will be made available on the SHRC InterAction website.
Do you agree to your responses being public?
	Yes
	No

	Do you agree to your name and address being linked to your response?
	Yes
	No


Optional information
It would be helpful to know about your interest in this work
I was/am:
	
	please circle all that apply

	in residential care as a child
	Yes
	No

	in foster care as a child
	Yes
	No

	adopted as a child
	Yes
	No

	in another form of institution or child care service
	Yes
	No

	a residential practitioner or manager
	Yes
	No

	a foster carer
	Yes
	No

	working in children’s services
	Yes
	No

	involved in another way
if yes, please specify
	Yes
	No

	
	


Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.
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