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Dear Colleague,

We are pleased to present an Action Plan on Justice for Victims of Historic Abuse of Children in Care.
This document is the product of a year long ‘InterAction’ process in which a cross section of those affected by historic abuse of children in care, institutions, government, residential care workers, civil society and others, have all had a platform to give their views on how justice and remedies for survivors of historic abuse should be achieved. 

The InterAction is a forum for independent mediation and negotiation, structured within a human rights framework. The process is led by the Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and supported by the Centre for Excellence in Looked After Children (CELCIS). It is chaired by Professor Monica McWilliams, an internationally renowned expert on transitional justice and violence against women and children with extensive experience of peace and post conflict negotiation. Further information can be found at: http://www.shrcinteraction.org/
Since the last full InterAction meeting which was held on 20 June 2013, we have agreed on the present framework, incorporating comments from all those involved. We are now circulating the Action Plan so that specific commitments can be agreed.
The Action Plan has two overarching outcomes and a range of commitment areas within which specific actions should be identified.

· Outcome 1: Acknowledgement of historic abuse of children in care and effective apologies are achieved.

· Outcome 2: Accountability for historic abuse of children in care will be upheld, including access to justice, effective remedies and reparation

We would like to invite you to consider specific actions which can be taken to deliver the outcomes. We are conscious that a range of agencies and organisations will have already been undertaking activities that directly or indirectly, address issues raised by the InterAction and we are keen to hear more about this.

We therefore warmly invite you to respond to the following three questions:

1. What concrete steps do you consider most effective and achievable under Outcome 1?

2. What concrete steps do you consider most effective and achievable under Outcome 2?

3. Please provide details of any work you have been involved with which has not previously been shared that you consider to be relevant to addressing the outcomes in the Action Plan.

Please email your responses using the participation form attached below to actionplan@scottishhumanrights.com no later than  22 January 2014. Alternatively, we would be pleased to consider other ways of receiving feedback, including in person and over the phone. Please call 0141 444 8551 to arrange this.

Following receipt of your comments, a final meeting will be held to finalise the Action Plan in February/March 2014. A second open event for Survivors to gather views on what specific steps can be taken will also be held on 12 December 2013. For more information or to book a place, please contact Kelly Docherty on 0141 444 8707.

We hope that you will join us in taking forward this important piece of work.

Yours Sincerely
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Alan Miller,

Chair, Scottish Human Rights Commission.


RESPONSE FORM

Action Plan on Justice for Victims of Historic Abuse of Children in Care.

We invite you to consider specific actions which can be taken to deliver the outcomes of the Action Plan on Justice for Victims of Historic Abuse of Children in Care. Views are sought from all individuals and organisations that are affected by historic abuse of children in care.

The Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and The Centre for Excellence in Looked After Children (CELCIS) will be collecting and analysing all responses received before the 22 January 2014. 

Unless respondents consent to their views being made public, all responses will remain confidential. Contact details for the respondent will not appear online.

Please tick this box if you are content for your response to appear online.

Please tick this box if you are content for your response to appear online but not your name or organisation’s name to appear.

Please tick this box if you are content for us to link to your website.

Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Organisation: (where appropriate) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Website: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Email address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Contact telephone number: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Completed forms should be emailed to: actionplan@scottishhumanrights.com or sent by post to: Lauren Bruce, Scottish Human Rights Commission, 4 Melville Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7NS.

1. What concrete steps do you consider most effective and achievable under Outcome 1?

Outcome 1: Acknowledgement of historic abuse of children in care and effective apologies are achieved.

2. What concrete steps do you consider most effective and achievable under Outcome 2?

Outcome 2: Accountability for historic abuse of children in care will be upheld, including access to justice, effective remedies and reparation

3. 
Please provide details of any work you have been involved with which has not previously been shared that you consider to be relevant to addressing the outcomes in the Action Plan.

Thank you for contributing to the development of the Action Plan on Justice for Victims of Historic Abuse of Children in Care.

Contact point: www.shrcinteraction.org/

Tel: 0141 444 8551

